
 

 

Finnish libraries celebrate the National Library Day on 
February the 8th. The date originates from the Finnish custom to celebrate name days, much like 
the way birthdays are celebrated. This custom was popular especially in the past, but even today 
people might gather together to enjoy coffee and pastries to celebrate their friends and family on 
their special name day. February the 8th is dedicated to women called Laina (which also stands for 
loan), which is why this date was selected as the national day of the libraries. 

The idea of celebrating Laina is to make the library more visible to the media, decision makers and, 
most of all, to the users and readers. The theme of this year is “You read, you grow” and many 
public libraries organize events aimed to promote reading for babies and children.  

Finland has been awakened by the fact that more and more children have low literacy skills and 
less willing to reading as a hobby. Internationally seen, we are still among the countries with the 
best literacy skills, but children and youngsters are not as keen on reading as before. The Finnish 
Ministry of Education and Culture has now set a National Literacy Forum to combat the declining 
literacy skills and to boost people’s willingness to read. The purpose of the Forum is to draft guidelines 
to develop children’s literacy and interest in reading. The Forum brings together experts on literacy and 
other parties involved with the issue. An appropriation of one million euros is granted to the Literacy 
Forum.  

Public libraries are doing their share, too, which is not of minor importance. In Helsinki, a start up 
seminar is organized by the Helsinki City Library and the Finnish Library Association. The aim of 
the seminar is to promote the meaning of early reading experiences and the availability of suitable 
materials in libraries. In Finland, 60 percent of parents visit the library with their children only 
occasionally and the percentage of parents reading evening tales and stories aloud is 25-30 
percent. An important partner for public libraries in promoting literacy and reading is also the 
Finnish Reading Centre. Moreover, we can see how the link between theory and praxis is getting 
stronger as researchers from several universities discuss their recent studies in this field. 

In 2017, libraries organized a wide range of events and happenings due to the hundred years of 
Finland’s independence. After all that celebrating, we might say that libraries are suffering from a 
light hangover, which is why the main focus of the National Library Day in 2018 is mostly on 
smaller scale events. Libraries keep it simple but yet appealing to the crowds by organizing 
happenings such as author talks, book sales or giveaways of libraries’ withdrawn materials, visits 
to schools and kindergartens, knitting & short story evenings and, of course, coffee and tea in 
libraries.  



 

 

 

  

 

 


